Technical Tip — Derusting Parts by Chris Johns

Those of you who read Practical Classics may have seen this in a recent issue, but if, like me, you treat these wonder
__| cures with some scepticism, this one really does do what is claimed and unlike just about any nther thina ta daswith. .
@ restoring old cars it is very cheap and involves virtually no physical effort. It works on the principal that rust occurs
through electrolytic action - as I am sure you will remember from your chemistry lessons at school and you just
reverse that process

Requirements: - Large plastic container, water, washing soda, old pieces of steel plate, 3 or 4 crocodile clips. Some
wire, a battery charger, goggles and rubber gloves (available from any good kitchen). Remember wear the rubber
gloves ( but you had better tell her what you have used them for) and a good pair of goggles - the process uses
washing soda and it is not good to get it in your eyes and on your skin.
The Process: Take a large plastic container - a garden waste bin obtainable from a garden centre (or as in my case
pinched from my wife) is ideal. Fill it nearly full of water - they take about 25 litres. Add some washing soda - now
this is the hard bit because it involves going into a supermarket to get it - but believe me it is possible - once you
have summoned up the courage to go through those doors it really isn’t too hard - alternatively you can persuade
someone else to get it (like I did). You need to add about 10g for every litre and give it a good stir. Take your
crocodile cligs and ipin them toaether with wire_sufficiently, lana,sn that.vauLcan. daisy, chaim‘tnem around'tne etige ot
the bin. Now take a few steel plates - doesn't mater if they are rusty but if they are, clean off a contact point and clip
them around the side of the container with the crocodile clips and cleaned off bit above the water level so they are all
connected together. Now take your part to derust and suspend it in the electrolyte. Make sure that it is not touching
the metal plates. It is best to do this with a piece of wire and assteal Rsl— HhRbv vy Rt SR RARRES G e PRWRS:
supply via the battery charger clip and hang your bits of the rod with wire loops to make the connection but make
. sure that you have a good connection by filing a contact area on your bit being rescued.
Now comes the fun bit. Take an ordinary battery charger connect the red (positive ) to the plates and the black
(negative) to the rod with your bits on it. Keep the battery charger well away from the bin - it doesn’t do the battery




